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Child Start Inc. 

Head Start 0-5 Program 

Department of Child Nutrition Services 

PRIME VENDOR FOOD DISTRIBUTOR  FOR SCHOOL MEAL PROGRAM 

2022-2023 School Year Contract Period 

 

RETURN TO: 

Child Start – Sandra Clark; Health Manager 

1002 S. Oliver 

Wichita, Kansas  67218 

(316) 682-1853 x 2282, (316) 425-8000 fax 

sclark@childstart.org  

 

RETURN By: 

Friday, July 22, 2022 by 3 p.m. 

 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE HEAD START PROGRAM 

Head Start is a federally funded, non-profit program for 3-5 year old children from low income families or 

categorical eligibility such as homelessness. Services are offered that help shape the attitudes and health habits 

of preschoolers. Child Start, Head Start services residents of Sedgwick, Butler, Greenwood and Harper 

counties.   

PURPOSE 

Child Start, Head Start program desires to enter into a contract with one food supply company as a prime 

vendor to provide and deliver groceries such as fresh produce, frozen foods, dry goods, canned goods, kitchen 

supplies and milk.   The agreement will cover the 2022-2023 school meal program and may be renewed for an 

additional 4 school years if both parties are satisfied with the partnership and general contract terms. 

SCOPE OF WORK 

This contract will cover food vendor service to 3 Child Start centers with full kitchens that do cooking on site 

with 2-3 expected additional food order deliveries to a Central Office location in Wichita, KS.   

During the periods of extenuating circumstances such as natural disaster or pandemic, Child Start, Inc. may 

hold virtual classroom services rather than on-site, which may reduce the expected size of the meal program.  

However, during the 2020-2021 School Year, changes to Child Start, Inc.’s programming made a minimal 

impact on how food were ordered and delivered.  As such it is anticipated that there will be no significant 

impacts on food service in 2022-2023 school year.   

In addition, the successful respondent must provide timely delivery, excellent customer relations and be willing 

and able to deliver all orders to each delivery site. 

Augusta Head Start (2584.01) is located at 730 Cliff Drive Augusta, Kansas 67010 and El Dorado Head 

Start (2584.02) is located at 110 W. Third El Dorado, Kansas 67042 and Each center has a full-service kitchen 

and will prepare nutritious family-style breakfast, lunch and snacks at each center.  Each center will plan for 

approximately 40 breakfasts, lunches and snacks each school day, and will order most or all ingredients, 

including fresh produce during periods of normal service.  Grab and Go meals for families who opt-in to pick 

up meals will be considered during periods of extenuating circumstances.  These periods will require ordering 
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of to-go packaging and single-serve condiments.  Ready-to-eat send-home meals may also be planned for 

Winter Break and Spring Break weeks.   

Harper County Early Head Start 0-5 Program (2584.03) - 1321 Nine Iron Drive, Anthony, Kansas 67003.  

Harper operates from a full-service kitchen and will prepare nutritious family-style breakfast, lunches, and 

snacks.  Harper will plan for approximately 20 breakfasts, lunches, and snacks each school day, and will order 

some ingredients from selected food vendor.  Harper will order canned and frozen foods such as fruits, 

vegetables, cooked hamburger meat, canned chicken, snack crackers, etc.  Fresh foods and milk will generally 

be purchased from a local grocer.   Harper will place an order roughly once every month of the school year, or 

10-12 total deliveries per school year, during periods of normal service.  Grab and Go meals for families who 

opt-in to pick up meals will be considered during periods of extenuating circumstances.  These periods will 

require ordering of to-go packaging and single-serve condiments.  Ready-to-eat send-home meals may also be 

planned for Winter Break and Spring Break weeks.   

Child Start, Inc. Central Office is located at 1002 S. Oliver, Wichita, KS, 67218 (Parklane Shopping 

Center).   

This location will be a delivery site for 2-3 food supply orders annually (dried and canned goods, small wares 

and to-go supplies) which Child Start staff will redistribute to multiple other locations.   

 

CONTRACT PERIOD 

This Contract Extension shall begin on the date of Monday, August 15, 2022 and expire on the date of August 

10, 2023 matching the school year schedule for Child Start, Inc.  This must be a period not to exceed 12 

months.   

The first deliveries for the 2022-2023 School Year will fall during the week of August 29-September 2, 2022.    

This contract may be renewed for an additional 4 school years if both parties are satisfied with the partnership 

and general contract terms.  An updated Food Cost Proposal (2 pages below) and written question responses 

will be required for each school year to avoid reopening the contract to competition. 
 

 

PRODUCT QUALITY 
Most food products shall be produced and processed in the USA (with limited exceptions such as mandarin 

orange segments and some other produce).  All canned fruits shall be packed in natural juices.  Low sodium and 

reduced fat options should be available for a variety of items.   
 

ORDERING  

All orders shall be placed by the Nutrition Department electronically via on-line software.  Due to the recent 

COVID-19 pandemic and uncertainty with school operations for the upcoming school year, the ordering 

schedules above may be interrupted.  This contact is intended to allow flexibility for both parties.   
 

PRICING 

Complete the included common ordered items list for price estimates for the upcoming school year.   

 

IN-KIND DONATION 

As a federally funded program we are required to match a percentage of our grant income with in-kind 

donations.  An example of this would be if the products we purchased totaled $2,500 but your company could 

have sold these products at a 2% increase, then the in-kind donation would be 2% of the total monthly 

statement.  If the total monthly statement was $2,500, we would pay that amount and the in-kind donation 

would be shown at $50.00. In-kind donations can be claimed as a charitable contribution on tax returns. 
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INVOICES, STATEMENTS AND PAYMENTS 

With each delivery, the vendor shall provide an itemized packing list.  Vendor shall provide a monthly 

statement.  Standard payment terms are net 30. 
 

DELIVERY VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS 

The vendor must have adequate vehicles to hold foods in the proper temperature.  Frozen foods: 0 degrees or 

lower, chilled foods: 32-40 degrees.  
 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

Child Start property is a drug, alcohol and tobacco free zone.   
 

TAX EXEMPT 
Child Start Inc. is exempt from federal, state and local taxes under section 501(C) (3). 
 

RIGHT TO REJECT 

Child Start reserves the right to reject any and all proposals received in response to this Contract Extension if 

there is good reason, such as knowing the price quotes are falsely listed at below cost at a price point a company 

does not intend to sustain.   
 

TERMINATIONS 

This contract may be terminated by either party for any reason with a minimum of sixty (60) calendar day’s 

written notice to the other party. A copy of the termination letter shall be sent to the Assistant Director of Child 

Nutrition & Wellness, Kansas State Department of Education, 900 SW Jackson Street Suite 251, Topeka KS  

66612.   In the event of any such termination, the parties shall fully perform all of their respective obligations 

under the provisions of the contract to and including the effective date of such termination. Child Start may 

terminate this contract or any part of this contract if vendor fails to make delivery of goods as specified. 
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Respondents Certification 
 

The undersigned, having carefully examined all of the documents pertaining to the subject project, including the 

project specifications, agreement and terms & conditions, hereby proposed to furnish all required labor, 

material, equipment, tools and insurance to complete the work described in their proposal document in strict 

accordance with the project documents for the price set forth herin.  

 

This Respondent’s certification must be signed and returned with your proposal. 

 

Proposals must be completed, and submitted no later than Friday, July 22, 2022 at 3:00 PM to the address 

above, Attn.: Sandra Clark.  Faxed and e-mailed Food Cost proposal will be accepted.  Food Cost Proposal 

received after the deadline designated shall not be considered and will be returned unopened.  In addition, 

incomplete Food Cost proposals may not be reviewed or considered and may result in reopening of the bidding 

process to other vendors. 

 

 

Company Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ___________________________________________ State: ________________  Zip _______________ 

Telephone Number: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Fax Number: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name: _________________________________________Title_______________________________ 

By: __________________________________________________________________(Authorized Signature) 

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Purchase delivery minimum (case or price minimum) ___________________________________________ 

 
 

Please return this page with your price quotes on pages 5-6. Please only include the prices for the items we have 

requested. 

 

Please check one: 
  

Our company is able to provide and in-kind donation each month of _______% 
 

 Our company is not able to provide and in-kind donation. 
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FOOD COST PROPOSAL 
Below are a few selected products that our program will use. Please set firm bid prices 

for the 2022-2023 School Year.  Enter the prices in the below chart (or provide a 
printout that includes pricing for these items/information.)   

Firm pricing means there should be no expectation of prices changing within 90 days, and that all prices will 
be set above cost where they can be sustained (allowing for inflation in the current environment).   

   

PRODUCT 

DESCRIPTION 

PREFERRED 

PRODUCT OR 

EQUAL 

VENDORS BRAND 

VENDORS 

PACK 

(UNIT) SIZE 

VENDORS PACK 

(UNIT) CASE 

PRICE: 

DAIRY 

Cheese, Cheddar, 

Shredded 

5 Lbs     

Cheese, Mozzarella 

String 

1 oz sticks    

Cottage Cheese 32 oz container    

MILK: fat-free/skim 

only 

4 X 1 gallon case    

Yogurt, Blueberry 4 oz cup    

CANNED AND DRY 

Animal Crackers Whole Grain Rich 

150 X 1 oz pkg 

   

Applesauce, Natural, 

Unsweetened 

6#/10    

Beans, Black, Canned, 

Low Sodium pref. 

6#/10    

Cereal, Cheerios or 

Generic match- bulk 

4 X 29 oz bags or 

similar 

   

Cereal, Oatmeal Quick type –bulk     

Cracker, Wheat Thin 6 X 9.1 oz boxes    

Goldfish Crackers, 

“Colors” pref. 

300 X .75 oz pkg    

Pears-sliced – juice 

packed 

6#/10    

Ravioli, Beef in meat 

sauce, CN Label 

Chef Boyardee 6/#10 

or equal submit spec 

Sheet 

   

Tropical Fruit Salad in 

Juice 

6#/10    

Whole Wheat Pasta, 

Macaroni 

1-5 Lb bags    
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PRODUCT 

DESCRIPTION 

PREFERRED 

PRODUCT OR 

EQUAL 

VENDORS BRAND 

VENDORS 

PACK 

(UNIT) SIZE 

VENDORS PACK 

(UNIT) CASE 

PRICE: 

MEAT AND FISH 

Beef, ground, 80/20  5 Lbs    

Chicken, cooked, 

diced, white meat 

2 X 5 Lb    

Ham, Deli Sliced .5 oz slices    

FROZEN 

French Toast Stick, 

Whole Grain 

150 X 1 oz    

Strawberries, IQF 10 Lb    

Broccoli Florets 2-3 Lb Bags     

Peas and Carrots 2-3 Lb Bags    

Pancake, Whole 

Grain, Heat and Serve 

1 oz or larger    

Pizza, Cheese 4.69 oz slice; Tony’s 

or similar 

   

Sweet potato fries 3-5 Lb Bags    

Sandwich Bread, 

Whole Grain White 

24 slices,4-10 loaves    

PRODUCE 

Apples, Gala 50-100 count fruits    

Bananas 10 Lbs;     

Cucumbers 5 Lbs    

Oranges, Fresh 50-100 count fruits    

Confetti Lettuce  3-5 Lbs    

PAPER AND DISPOSABLES 

Film, PVC food Wrap 12” or 18” roll    

Gallon Bags with 

zipper seal 

500 count    

Sandwich Bags with 

zipper seal 

500 count    
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Written Questions 
Please take this opportunity to tell us more about your food service company.  Why are you the best fit for 
Child Start, Inc.?  Are there factors other than price that should be weighed when selecting a vendor? 

 
What is the Customer Service philosophy at your company? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
How are you equipped to work with a smaller client such as Child Start, Inc., serving a maximum 
of around 100 meals per day across 3 centers? 

 
 
 
 
 
What is your vendor’s delivery schedule or availability for each location?  Please place checks in 
the table below for days that food delivery could be scheduled.  
(Child Start, Inc. expects to order once weekly (most weeks) in Augusta, and El Dorado, monthly to Anthony, 
and 2-3 times per year in Wichita.) 
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Not Available 
Augusta, KS      
El Dorado, KS      
Anthony, KS      
Wichita, KS      

 
 
 
Does your organization’s management or ownership reflect diversity, including either minority or 
female stakeholders? 

 
 
 
 
Please provide some detail regarding invoices and billing.  Will invoices come with each truck 
delivery?  Is Net 30 payment acceptable? (Or please specify the alternative.) 
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If items are deemed damaged or unacceptable onsite at delivery, or shortly after, how does the 
return process work? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Has your company ever dropped schools or restaurants from contracted services on notice 
shorter than 60 days, even if due to extenuating circumstances, such as supply chain issues or 
Pandemic? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Does your company have agility and flexibility to creatively deal with supply chain issues, 
inflation, or other market changes?  Can you highlight examples or strategies from recent history? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there anything else you would like to highlight about your vendor?  Why is your company the 
best vendor option for Child Start, Inc. in 2022-2023? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


